A key to genera of Iranian Coccinellidae, besides species of subfamilies Chilocorinae, Coccinellinae, Epilachinae and Microweiseinae is given.
Lady beetles or ladybirds, as the largest family in the newly recognized superfamily Coccinelloidea (Robertson et al. 2015 ) with about 6000 species described worldwide (Iablokoff-Khanzorian 1982; Vandenberg 2002) , are well known as mostly beneficial predators of aphids, scale insects and mites. Also, some species of ladybirds are so sensitive to changes in the environment that could be considered as evaluation factors of the health of ecosystems (Iperti 1999) , which increases their importance in the nature. Nevertheless, some of them are mycophagous and phytophagous which could be sometimes considered as a pest (Dobzhansky 1933) .
According to the last checklist of the family in Iran (Abdolahi et al. 2016) there are 142 species classified in 8 subfamilies, 17 tribes and 41 genera in the country which demonstrates a high diversity of genera and species in Iran. So, according to high amount of lady beetle species in Iran, it seems necessary to providing a comprehensive key to identifying of the genera and species.
Although there are many literatures related to fauna of Iranian Coccinellidae, mostly they were faunistic reports without any appropriate key, even to the Iran subfamilies. Many of Iranian lady beetle species are really rare and have been described since many years ago. For many species, particularly rare species, literatures are too old and not available in internet. Also, for many species descriptions are not in English. Maybe that is why there was not any key to Iranian lady beetles so far, even to subfamilies and parts; all hairs on elytra directed posteriorly; body size 1-1.5 mm (Fig. 1c) (Fig. 1g) (Fig. 1i) or incomplete (Fig. 1h) (Fig. 1a) ; mesosternum straight anteriorly (Fig. 1a) (Fig. 1b) , anterior margin of mesosternum straight, emarginated (Fig. 1b) 
